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Dear Parents

I am pleased to present the options booklet for your attention. | trust that it will
help you and your child in choosing suitable courses for the next two years. This is
an exciting and important time for your child when transferring from year 9 to
year 10.

It is a period of reflection and decision making. It is essential, of course, that you
discuss the options fully with your child's subject teachers before reaching a final
decision.

You will be able to do so at the Options Evening held between 5.00 and 6.30pm on
Thursday, January 30th, 2020. In addition, there will be a Year 9 Parents Evening
held, between 4:00 and 6:00 on Thursday, March the 19th, 2020, to discuss your
child’s current performance. If you wish to discuss or require further guidance, Mr
Steffan Davies, Head of Year 9, will be ready to assist you.

Good luck with your decisions.

Yours faithfully

Wastaaas

Dr Llinos Jones
Headteacher
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Options

For the 2020-2022 academic year all pupils will study the following compulsory
subjects to the levels recommended by their subject teachers:

e Welsh

e English

o Mathematics

e Science

e Welsh Baccalaureate

In addition, all pupils will select three option subjects, one from each of the
option blocks, which they will study throughout Years 10 and 11. It is important
that pupils choose wisely in Year 9, as it may not be possible to make changes
once they enter Year 10.

Every pupil also follows non-examination cOUrses in Physical Education, and
Personal and Social Education, which includes lessons on Health and Sex
Education, Careers and Work Experience. (Parents with a valid reason can make a
written request to the Headteacher, asking her permission to withdraw their
child from Sex Education lessons.)

In addition, in their subject and PSE lessons, pupils will be given the opportunity
to develop their thinking <kills and their ability to work with others and improve
their own learning.




Welsh is the official language of the school for both
extra-curricular activities and for the vast majority of lessons.
The school is proud of its Welsh ethos and is anxious to ensure
that this is maintained for each new cohort of pupils. Itis
compulsory for pupils to speak \Welsh around the school, during
extra-curricular activities and in those lessons taught through the
medium of Welsh. Parents aré requested to aid the school by
encouraging their children to speak Welsh, to respect the
school’s Welsh ethos and to promote this on every occasion.




Year 10

Progress File
(Work Experience)

What purpose does the profile serve?
The profile records every aspect of the pupil's activity -not just academic work within the
classroom, but also, extracurricular activities, interests and achievements of all types which
the pupil has undertaken both within the school and outside school. These could include
activities such as the Urdd, Young Farmers Clubs, Rugby, work for charity, or any
worthwhile activity or achievement in the community which can be verified. The purpose,
therefore, is to give a moreé complete picture of the pupil as a person than academic results
on their own could give.

Who will produce the profile?

Every teacher who teaches the pupil in Years 7,8,9,10and 11 will contribute towards the
profile and record the academic level the pupil has reached in the subject. In addition, the
form tutor will regularly give the pupil an opportunity to record his/her activities,
achievements, etc. in adiary and a record of achievement file.

This personal record by the pupil forms an important part of the profile.

_czmae,  To whom will the (Summative) Profile be of interest?
. The process outlined is by now taking place nationally. The summative Profile
is now recognised by employers/colleges as an useful document which
give s a complete and informative picture of the individual.
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The second day of the conference will follow the pupils’ placements.
This will provide the pupils with an opportunity to report back in groups.
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Wiy should | study this subject?y
If you are interested in a career in the agriculture and
country side industries then this would be a suitable
course for you. It provides you with the opportunity
to develop initial skills as well as developing an
understanding and knowledge of how to work safely
on a farm or country estate. This course is offered in
partnership with Coleg Sir Gar and will be taught by
experts in the subject. The course is worth the
equivalent of two GCSEs. You do not need any prior
knowledge before undertaking this course. i
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You will require self motivation and numeracy,
communication and problem solving skills, as
well as technical skills and understanding in
order to succeed. You can usé the
qualification as evidence for a university
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of vocational qualifications in construction.
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Wihy should | study this subject?
a GCSE option in year 10, and also as an
ma and Theatre Studies course.
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You can study Drama as
A.S and A level optionin the Dra
Through studying Drama, every in
to enhance dramatic skills whilst creating,
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UNIT ONE - pevised Theatre (40%)
You will devise a practical performance based on a
theme, linked with a practitioner or genre.
A written evaluation will be completed after the

performance.
UNIT TWO - Performi
External Assessment -
acting in a scene from
UNIT THREE - Written Examination (40%)

you will analyse oné set text “Dau Wyneb” —Manon

Steffan Ros as an actor, designer and director.
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You will be assessed on your

a published play.

You will write an evaluation of a live Theatr
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Why should | study this subjecty

This Engineering qualification offers students an y
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students will need to complete a design
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50% of the final mark of the course. Detailed information on
the requirements of each task will be made available to
prepare for the task ahead and used in the assessment.
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This subject provides an opportunity for you to expand

your practical skills as well as your information and - e

knowledge about the principles of food science, nutrition Wﬁw E b _ e -

and healthy eating. The subject content is suitable if you ) e iaug;;w 5 )

want to have a broad knowledge of food and nutrition paﬁ*@&:uﬂar S@i}?} n a
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and is the basis for the study of A Level subjects similar to All pup;

Level 3 Food Science and Nutrition. If you do not wish to Pils wil| s
move on to further education this course is useful for
everyday life. Itis also valuable preparation if you wanta
career within the catering sector.
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You will have to complete 2 controlled assessment tasks; one in
Year 10 and one in Year 11.
Assessment 1: Scientific task, which includes writing a reporton a
practical experiment e.g. the use of raising agents while baking a
cake. The task is worth 20% of your final mark.
Assessment 2: Practical task, which includes creating 3 dishes for .
specific requirements €.g. suitable for an International Week. Whéf‘@ @an H
e

This task is worth 40% of your final mark. = _ g ﬁ'
\ | More ir

Which examination tier will | Sit? || suger o™
0\:‘ . There is.only one tier to the paper. All Ject is gy
Go(\’\a questions on the paper will be

Non Knott of
compulsory and .
(S y and they will ta
\“ grades from A* to G. B

qﬂmi&mn Py
gtton abouyt the
:I.able from Mrs
. Visit the G
and Nutrition pageCcSJrE) th
e

\\\o(\ - \ WWWowjec o i

followi Ng web

. ‘ | .
\ \© ' | _—




.. b -
Wiy should | study this subject?
Studying French at GCSE is a wise and informed
decision for many reasons:
- It is a very useful skill;
- employers are demanding better language skills;
- It enables students to study abroad as a part of
their degree;
- It provides students with many new and exciting
experiences.;

- It offers an invaluable insight into other cultures and
traditions.
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Where can | get more information?
If you would like further information you can ask your

teacher, the head of department or visit the following
website: www.wjec.co.uk
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Geography is relevant to your life — it is the study of the world
around us, in Wales, Europe and the World. You will study
environmental and social issues in a variety of places. You will
study a wide range of themes, as noted in the course content, g “ v Se{?
and a great emphasis is placed on developing your skills such a pﬁfﬂ@u a
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Why should 1 study this subjects
4 study history because | am interested in the future. (Nelson
Mandela)

e The lessons are lively and fun.
« Colleges and universities place great value in History as a

subject.
« You will enjoy stu
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Why should | study this subject?

|CT is ideal if you wish to study |CT at A Level before moving
on to higher educationora career in |CT/Computing of
related field. You will be able to profit from the skills
developed on the course as you prepare for your future
career and the world of work. The course, which is 5 lessons
a fortnight will encourage you to develop your judgemental
skills and consider and appreciate the role of ICT in the
world we live in today.
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EC. There is only one tier. Everyone will
J study the same work and sit the same

QCB ACT exam.
=35

4

- ,——l-‘rf“—‘ B _

Where ean | get more information?
If you want more information you can see M

r Morris or visit
the website at WWW.W

jec.co.uk and choose GCSE ICT.
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Why should | study this subject?
ubject in Key Stage 4, and

is suitable for students who are committed to
singing or playing an instrument, and who enjoy
listening to a wide variety of music, and
composing, and possibly enjoy a combination of

Music is an optional s

the above
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There is one common exa
paper for all pupils.

mination

Where ean | get more informatien?
you can discuss the matter with

For further information,
partment or visit

| your Music teacher, with the Head of De

L the following web page: www.wjec.co.uk
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Why should | study this subject?
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Where can | get more information?
If you want more information you can discuss this with your

Physical Education teachers or follow the link to the

appropriate web pages at www.wjec.co.uk
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& Many employers have a high regard for GCSE
Religious Studies.

% |t prepares you to work and de
different cultures and beliefs.

& |t encourages you to listen to other people’s

points and discuss different moral issues.
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Why should | study this subject? ¥yl

Science is compulsory for every one in years 10 and WH ' -t
I1be taugsih

11. The course is designed so that you develop an
appreciation of the world around you and also the T gﬂf 5
work that scientists do. In Biology, Chemistry and Th??ﬂicuﬂa? S@f na
Physics, you will study the ways in which science SUitabepartme”t will ?
affects you as an individual and also how it affects AWardIe sets, an youp’ace you int
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society as a whole.
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o your language and mathematical skills.
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plete coursework or

A Which ation tier will | git?

/J)j:‘ This is decided, along with advice from

' Mr’ the departments, after you have tried
/| questions from each of the tiers.

Where can | get more information? B2
Il have more information from your teachers in
you are welcome to speak to g‘

You wi
the Science lessons but
\_any Science teacher for more details.
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You will experience how sc
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link science an tudy and
encou.rafgerc:nt;)d decisions about further study
make info

career choices.

What is the content of the co
Biology 1: Respiration, digestion and circulatory systems
in humans. Plants and photosynthesis.

Biology 2: Cel| division and stem cells, DNA and

inheritance. Disease, defense and treatment.
Chemistry 1: Atomic struct

the ever-changing Earth
Chemistry 2: Bonding and chemical reactions, metals
and their extraction. Crude oil and fuels,

Physics 1: Circuits, domestic electricity and waves.
Physics 2: Newton’s laws, stars, planets and nuclear

urse?

ure, chemical reactions and

Will | heed to complege
coursework oy controlled
tasks?

There is one controlled assessment task

in each of the three subjects and is worth

10% of the tota| mark for each. (To be
completed in Year 11)
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Why should |
Studying Spanish at GCSEisa
decision for many reasons:

- Itis avery useful skill;
- employers are deman
_ |t enables students tos

their degree;

- It provides stu

experiences.;
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traditions.
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pupils i
| in E
east one foreign langt?agglznd Studyat
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Unit 1: Speaking-
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Where can | get more information? Cat
If you want more information you can discuss this with your O
Spanish teacher, department head or follow the link to the

appropriate web pages at www.wjec.co.uk
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Why should | study this subject?

Leisure and Tourism is one of the fastest growing

industries in the world, employing over two VVHW ik .
million people. The subject offers the opportunity b@ f@u@}ﬁ =
to learn about finance, advertising and managing {@@mmu ﬂ _‘ £ i a
organisations in the industry as you undertake an You will b ar segy

e |

in-depth study of a number of world wide Tourism

destinations. Gaining a qualification in this
subject can lead to work in many different fields
such as a ski instructor, a holiday rep abroad a

hotel manager and many more.
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will | need @ complete coursework
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You will be expected to produce a Portfolio of '
assessment evidence for one of the units that you W|l|_
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Wiy should | study this subject? TIPS
This is an opportunity for you to achieve two “I Vi A W i
qualifications, Welsh and Welsh Literature. Wi i b@ taise

. : L QUERT i 5
Welsh is a core subject and achieving a C » paﬁf@uﬂ T
grade or above would be a great asset when Pupils are 1 ar sagy
choosing higher educational courses as well e divided into 1,
as a career. Y © bands,
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What Is the content L J lstherean exam Qs
of the course? 5 inthissubject?
During the course you will develop oral, | You will sit two written examinations at the
reading and writing skills. The Welsh course § end of your Language course, worth 35%

will concentrate on how to respond to each. You will be expected to gather

: - . . o i i i ing materials,
different reading materials, creative writing information from vanious reading
to write creatively and to correct grammar.

and g‘rammar. The Literature cpurse involves§ v | will also give @ oresentation an Tl
studying 2 novel, poetry and film. " i part in a group discussion voicing your

3 opinion on a particular subject, worth 30%.
#=5-| There are 2 Literature examinations, worth

--ﬁr‘?" < /

e 25% each, concentrating on your knowledge

; WHW R ﬁeed %] Conm ﬁ _ of the novel and poetry that you studied.
C@uigew@ﬂ?( e P ete You will also have an oral examination
oF controlled tasksy

There w discussing a film, worth 25%.
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rse work.
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Creative taSkubraS:g:;Ork worth 25%. Thi?;,f,eosl of
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on a collection of short stori riting a critique
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[ wWhich emmma‘ﬁ@n tier wilt sit?

The Welsh Language course will be non tier.
your work during KS3 and first term in Year 1.0 as
= ell as your potentia\ in the subject will decide

which class and Literature tier you will sit.
- o w0 (A . .’ '
Where can | get more info

For further information speak to your Welsh teacher or

§ Head of Department. You can also visit the following
website: www.cbac.co.uk.
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Why should | study this subject?
Everyone must study the Welsh Baccalaureate.
It is compulsory.

will | need to compleie
coursework or controlled
tasks?
You will be working in groups and by
yourself over a period of two years to
complete the challenges. The majority
of the work will be completed in the
classroom. The teachers will teach

you the necessary skills so that
you can complete the challenges.

| inich examination
tier will i ieY

The combined outcomes of the four
components will determine whether

the Skills Challenge Certificate is

awarded at National of Foundation

level
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Ish Baccalayre

W in ord
Thelsh Baccalayreg er
e Skills Chayy te.

- LOm Q )
. Cfgumty Challenge
mmunlty project

Wwhere can | get more information?

http://www.cbac.co.uk/qualiﬁcations/welsh-

bacca|aureate/we|sh—bacc—from-2015/?|anguage id=2
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